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NOAH

After the death of an Arab man during a police control in Berlin, two Afro-Germans  

search for an outlet for their rage and a group of police officers takes wrong decisions.  

The dead man’s mother fights for her son’s honor while grieving immense loss.
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NOAH

SYNOPSIS 

 

The death of a young Arab man after a police stop sets off three interwoven tragedies. 

Mariama races to the hospital to see her son one final time—but even in the car her 

struggle begins: against her own grief, and against the impenetrable walls of official-

dom. Noah’s friends, Melek and Musa, turn their lack of prospects into play and mischief, 

hatching a plan: the head of a colonialist statue must come down. But when the dev-

astating news reaches them, their wild energy erupts into furious anger in search of 

an outlet. Ibrahim, serving in a police unit commanded by a racist superior, was not at 

the scene of the fatal incident, yet the tension on the streets presses in. Routine and 

prejudice drive the squad into grave mistakes, pulling Ibrahim into a conflict of loyalty. 

And through it all runs the same urgent question: How much more must we give to truly 

belong in this society?

DIRECTORS STATEMENT

NOAH is a film of voices—voices that are rarely heard anywhere else, and 

when they are, every effort is made to silence them. These voices are not 

heard because they are too loud, too Black, too foreign, or not academic 

enough. They refuse to conform—and refuse to apologize for it.

That means: NOAH is a film for us.

For those who only ever see their faces in German cinema and television as 

drug dealers, clan members, uncivilized thugs, caricatures with gold chains, 

long nails, and broken grammar.

For those who hang out in backyards, shisha bars, hair salons, and on park 

benches, and couldn’t care less about German films—because their lives 

don’t exist in them. And if by chance they do, it’s always as the losers.

NOAH is rap.

Not singer-songwriter, not classical, not techno.

This film is not an “anti-racist work” that seeks to prove we are human too, 

that we are intelligent too. Anyone who hasn’t understood that by now won’t 

be convinced by a film.

This film is for us!

It is meant as an act of empowerment.

We are taking our stories into our own hands. And we are celebrating our 

resilience, our strength, our humor, our coolness. And we are mourning the 

pain of living in a country that refuses to grant us the respect we deserve.

 	





ALI TAMIM

WRITER & DIRECTOR

 

Ali Tamim (*1988, Berlin) is a director and writer. He studied directing at the Film Univer-

sity Babelsberg, where his short films already gained recognition: PTOK was nominated 

for the Max Ophüls Award for Best Short Film, and DRECK was nominated for the First 

Steps Award, with its lead actor also receiving the Götz George Award. His first feature 

film NOAH won the German Screenplay Award and will celebrate its world premiere at the 

Cairo International Film Festival in 2025.

FILMOGRAPHY

Noah, feature film, fiction, 2025

Dreck, short film, fiction, 2019 

PTOK, short film, fiction, 2017 

Mein Vater & ich, short film, doc, 2015

LISA M. WISCHER

CREATIVE PRODUCER 

 

Lisa M. Wischer (b. 1995, Berlin) has been working in the film industry since 2013. She 

studied at the Film University Babelsberg and produced several short films screened at 

international festivals (incl. Look for the Silver Lining, nominated for the Austrian Film 

Award). Her debut feature NOAH received the German Script Award and will have its world 

premiere at the Cairo International Film Festival. Since 2023, she has been working as a 

producer at Weydemann Bros., developing international projects.



SCHULDENBERG FILMS

PRODUCTION 

 

Schuldenberg Films is an independent Berlin, Bavaria and Hessen based production com-

pany run by producers Sophie Ahrens, Fabian Altenried and Kristof Gerega since 2016. We 

specialize in genre-bending documentary and fiction features with a highly artistic and 

political approach. SBF produces for the German and international market, with a focus 

on Arthouse Cinema. We are European Film Academy, the French German Film Academy, 

Berlinale Talents, Rotterdam Lab and EAVE Producers Workshop and EAVE Puentes.

The co-produciton STRANGE RIVER by Jaume Claret premieres at Venice Orizzonti in 

2025. Julia Fuhr Mann’s graduation film LIFE IS NOT A COMPETITION, BUT I’M WINNING  

opened the competition of the Settimana della Critica in Venice and was screened at 

Black Nights Tallinn and has been sold to Mubi Worldwide. PIAFFE, written and directed 

by Ann Oren, was part of the competition in Locarno 2022 and released in Germany and 

the US in 2023. The film was selected NYT Critic’s Pick and is available on The Criterion 

Channel.

SBF’s development slate is supported by Creative Europe MEDIA Slate and Co-Develop-

ment Funding and various national development funds and were part of Torino Film Lab, 

Alliance 4 Development Locarno and FIDLab. Currently three features are in postproduc-

tion stage, to be released in 2025/2026.
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