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T A G L I N E

Tunisia, 2059. A biochip regulates memory and suppresses
emotion. Hypnosis is banned.

S Y N O P S I S

Taha is a “blacksmith of pathos.” Through poetry he shapes for others the emotions they can

no longer feel. In secret he sees a hypnotherapist. Under hypnosis, a forest leads him to a

house without electricity, watched over by a silent neighbour.

What he finds there draws him back to a past he was never meant to reach, and to a truth

about his own birth. The final movement leaves sharp images behind for the unstable,

degraded texture of 1970s video art. The film closes on Taha reciting Eliot, one word out of

place: “not with a bang but a whisper.”



D I R E C T O R ' S  S T A T E M E N T

“The old world is dying, the new is slow to appear, and in this chiaroscuro
the monsters emerge.”
ANTONIO GRAMSCI

I set the film in 2059, but it is not a film about the future. It mirrors our present, where

memory becomes forbidden and feeling is handed over to machines. Taha, my blacksmith of

pathos, shapes other people’s emotions through poetry, while a speech disorder holds him at

a distance from his own.

This fracture is the film’s real subject: the distance between what we can express and what

we can feel.

The final movement leaves sharp images behind for the unstable, degraded video art of the

1970s. The film closes on Taha reciting Eliot, one word out of place. Eliot wrote whimper; Taha

says whisper. A whimper carries pain; a whisper is almost erased — the sound of an emotion

one can no longer feel. Poetry is the last frontier of resistance, the only crime the biochip

cannot regulate.

Kamel Laaridhi
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T H E  D I R E C T O R

Kamel Laaridhi
Born in La Marsa, 1970

Kamel Laaridhi studied at the Faculty of Sciences in Tunis before joining the Maghreb

Institute of Cinema, in the cinematography department. After working on the lighting of

buildings and archaeological sites, he began his film career in the camera department on

Tunisian and international productions.

A co-founder of Inside Production in 2011, in 2012 he took part in the young-producers

programme Access to Markets in the Digital Era. With Inside Production he co-produced The

Last of Us by Ala Eddine Slim, winner of the Lion of the Future at the 2016 Venice Film

Festival, then Tlamess by the same director, selected for the Directors’ Fortnight at Cannes in

2019.

F I L M O G R A P H Y

2026 The H@llow Man ·  feature film, 79 min

2016 Angoisse d'un réalisateur ·  short film, 16 min

2015 Sniper ·  short film, 15 min · Official Selection, JCC 2015

2013 Femme et Demi ·  short film, 15 min

2010 Rossini Palace ·  documentary, 40 min

2008 Gharsallah, la semence de Dieu ·  documentary, 53 min
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